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Abstract

In countries that enjoy local decentralization, city councils are elected by
the people as a local body to expedite social, economic, developmental,
health, cultural, educational and other welfare programs. The municipality
of each city is the executive arm of these councils. In fact, the municipality
implements the policies and decisions of the city council. However, there is
always the concern that the municipality to be unable or unwilling to
implement these policies. Therefore, the supervision of the city council
over the mayor and the municipality is an important and fundamental issue
and this study tries to answer this question: How does the city council
supervise the municipality and what are the similarities and differences
between the city council's supervision of municipalities in Iran and
Canada? In response to this question, using descriptive and comparative
method, it was concluded that although the government system of the two
countries are fundamentally different; the former is a unitary states and the
latter is a federal state, but in both countries the mayor is appointed as an
executive director by the city council. Therefore, the city council monitors
the proper performance of the municipality; a priori, during execution and
posteriori. by appointing the mayor, setting policies and programs,
appointing municipal officials, approving the budget and municipal
transactions, monitoring revenue and expenditure accounts, supervising
public services, settling of the budget.
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1. Provinces: Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and territories: Nunavut,
Northwest Territories, Yukon.
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2. Municipalities Act , Prince Edward Island
3. 15(3) ‘The council is the governing body of the municipality.’
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1. Strong Mayor- Council Form

2. Week Mayor- Council Form

3. The Commission Form

4. The council- Manager Form
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The jurisdiction of a council is confined to the municipality the council represents, except when
authority beyond the municipality is expressly conferred by this or any other Act.
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1. Toronto Municipal Code

2.27-7.11. Administrative inquiries and answers.
A. How a Member makes an administrative inquiry.
1) A member who wants information about the affairs of the City must:
(a) make an administrative inquiry in writing; and
(b) deliver it to the Clerk at least seven business days before the Council meeting.
2) The relevant City official answers the administrative inquiry in writing and delivers the answer
to the Clerk at least one hour before the Council meeting.
3) The Clerk distributes the answer to members before the start of the Council meeting or reads
the answer to Council.
4) Despite Subsection A(2), a City official may decide that the answer to an administrative
inquiry requires work that exceeds the normal duties of their staff.
5) If Subsection A(4) applies, the City official informs Council of that decision in a written letter
to the Clerk at least one hour before the meeting and the Clerk distributes the letter to members
before the Council meeting starts.

3. Strategic Plan
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2. 71-10. Expenditure compliance. No expenditure shall be made and no account shall be paid by or on
behalf of the City, except with Council approval and in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.
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1. Municipal Corporation’s Act.
2. Baldwin Act.
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). By-Law

1. Policies

2. 2018 Council Member Guide, Prepared by Association Of Manitoba Municipalities

3. 265: A council may adopt bylaws for municipal purposes respecting the following matters: (a) the
safety, health, and welfare of people and the protection of person and property, including fire
protection, fireworks, other explosives, firearms, weapon or devices, ambulance services,
emergencies and other emergancies; ....

4. Toronto Municipal Code
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5. 71-2. Sole authority. “Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, Council has the sole authority
for approving funding to operating programs and capital projects.”

1. B. “Any expenditure that would result in a division exceeding the funding available in a program
requires Council approval before a commitment is made to incur the expenditure, except for
purchases made under § 195-9B(1) or 195-10F of Chapter 195, Purchasing.”

2. 215-2.5. Role of Council. “The following matters shall require the approval of Council: ... (2) The
annual consolidated operating and capital budgets of the Board. ...”

3. 238 “Annual operating and capital budget ...(2) On or before April 15 in each year, the council
shall cause to be prepared the annual capital budget for the current year and the capital
expenditure program for the next three financial years and shall by bylaw adopt these budgets.”

4. 239 “Authorized expenditures (1) Subject to sections 238 and 241 and subsection (2), no
expenditure shall be made that is not provided for in the annual operating budget or capital budget
for the current year as adopted by council....”

. Yukon Municipal Act 2002.

6. 251 “Borrowing powers and obligations: (1) Subject to this Act, the council may by bylaw
authorize the borrowing of money for municipal purposes. (2) No money borrowed by a
municipality shall be used for any purpose other than that stated in the bylaw, except that if, on
completion of the work for which the money was borrowed, there remains an unexpended
balance, the balance shall be used by the municipality.”

7. Borrowing limits 84 “A municipality may borrow to cover the annual current expenditure of the
municipality that has been authorized by the council, but the borrowing shall not exceed fifty per
cent of the combined total of the taxes levied by the municipality for the previous fiscal year and
the amounts received, or to be received, by the municipality from Her Majesty in right of Canada
or in right of the Province or from an agency of Her Majesty.”

(&)
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8. Municipal Government Act 1998, Province Of Nova Scotia.
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1. 173(3) Before the council of a municipality votes on whether to support or oppose a restructuring
proposal, the council shall or may, as applicable, do the following things when the proposal is
being developed or after it is developed:

1. Council shall consult with the public by giving notice of, and by holding, at least one public
meeting.

2. Council shall consult with such persons or bodies as the Minister may prescribe.

3. Council may consult with such other persons and bodies as the municipality considers
appropriate.

174 (1) At the request of one of the following, the Minister may establish a commission on or
before December 31, 2002 or such later date as the Lieutenant Governor in Council may
prescribe, either before or after the December 31, 2002 deadline has passed, to develop a
proposal for restructuring municipalities and unorganized territory in a geographic area or in
such greater or lesser area as the Minister may prescribe:

1. A municipality in a geographic area.

2. At least 75 residents of the unorganized territory in the geographic area.

Restructuring proposal

(2) The commission shall develop a restructuring proposal for the prescribed geographic area or
for such part of it as the commission considers advisable.

Limitation

(3) A restructuring proposal shall not provide for a type of restructuring other than a prescribed
type of restructuring.
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1. Adjustments to interim levy (9) “If the council of a municipality is of the opinion that the taxes
levied under subsection (1) on a property are too high or too low in relation to its estimate of the
total taxes that will be levied on the property, the council may adjust the taxes on the property
under subsection (1) to the extent it considers appropriate.”

2. 2018 Council Member Guide, Prepared by Association Of Manitoba Municipalities
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3. 246 Council’s power of taxation: “A council may, by bylaw and to the extent of its jurisdiction (a)
in accordance with the Assessment and Taxation Act, levy a tax on any taxable real property
within its municipal boundaries; and (b) in accordance with the Assessment and Taxation Act,
levy a local improvement tax.”
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2. 247 Tax deferment agreement for seniors: “ (1) A council may, by bylaw, authorize its collector of
taxes to enter into an agreement with a taxpayer, in accordance with the Seniors Property Tax
Deferment Act, to defer the payment of taxes levied under section 246. ...”

3. 2018 Council Member Guide, Prepared by Association Of Manitoba Municipalities
Role of council
224 1t is the role of council,

(a) to represent the public and to consider the well-being and interests of the municipality;

(b) to develop and evaluate the policies and programs of the municipality;

(c) to determine which services the municipality provides;

(d) to ensure that administrative policies, practices and procedures and controllership policies,
practices and procedures are in place to implement the decisions of council;

(d.1) to ensure the accountability and transparency of the operations of the municipality, including
the activities of the senior management of the municipality;

(e) to maintain the financial integrity of the municipality; and

() to carry out the duties of council under this or any other Act.

4. 248 Municipal service charges
(1) A council may, by bylaw and to the extent of its jurisdiction, impose a municipal service charge.

(2) An unpaid municipal service charge may be collected in the same manner as an unpaid tax
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under the Assessment and Taxation Act.
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3. Chief Administrative Officer

4. Newfoundland and Labrador

5. Municipal Council Handbook, Newfoundland & Labrador, 2017
67 (1). Where a council is of the opinion that the manager, clerk or a departmental head has
misconducted himself or herself in the performance of his or her duties or in the exercise of his or
her powers under this Act, the council may, by a vote of 2/3 of the councillors in office, suspend
the manager, clerk or department head from his or her office for a period which the council may
determine.
(2) A council may determine, by a vote of 2/3 of the councillors in office, if a suspended manager,
clerk or department head is to receive his or her salary during the period of suspension and may
include periods without pay and with pay during that suspension.
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1. Municipal Council Handbook, Newfoundland & Labrador, 2017, p 45.
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1. Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
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1. Toronto Municipal Code 27-5.15.Closed meetings. A. Subjects for closed meetings. Council or a
committee may close a meeting to the public to discuss the following ...(5) Litigation or potential
litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, affecting the City or a local board...
Nova Scotia Municipal Government Act. Open meetings and exceptions
(2) The council or any committee appointed by the council may meet in closed session to discuss
matters relating to .... (f) litigation or potential litigation;...
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1. Chief Executive Officer
2. Chief Elected Officer
3. Official Head

4. City Manager
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6. 67. (1) Where a council is of the opinion that the manager, clerk or a departmental head has
misconducted himself or herself in the performance of his or her duties or in the exercise of his or her
powers under this Act, the council may, by a vote of 2/3 of the councillors in office, suspend the
manager, clerk or department head from his or her office for a period which the council may determine
7. 24. Administrator: (1) Every council shall appoint an administrator who is not a member of council
and who shall be the chief administrative officer of the council. Dismissal: (2) The council shall
not dismiss the administrator except for just cause.
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3. Toronto Municipal Code: “3-1.6. Reports... F: Subject to 3-3.3D the Auditor General shall submit
all audit-related reports to Council through the Audit Committee, including the annual report
required under Subsection A that shall also include the savings achieved...”

1. 2018 Council Member Guide, Prepared by Association Of Manitoba Municipalities.

2. Accountability Officer.
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