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Abstract

The void for vagueness doctrine, as one of the results of rule of law called certainty,
precision, and clarity, has been identifies in the judicial process of The United States.
In line with the due process principles directly stated in the 5th and 14th amendments
and separation of powers principle, the Supreme Court of the United States knows the
aforementioned doctrine revocable because of its contradiction with the constitutional
principles for two reasons: First, because some penal statutes are so vague that the
addressee with common sense cannot realize or understand the justly notice warning,
legal and illegal behaviors. Second, it has been written in such a broad way that
police, prosecutors, judges, and juries can execute it arbitrarily and discriminatorily
when authorized. The findings of the present research reveal that void for vagueness
doctrine is a good way to apply judicial review. This doctrine investigates law in an
"as apply" and "facial” review. The mentioned doubts like lack of legitimacy of the
constitution, lack of clarity, under inclusiveness, and lack of real understanding of the
segregation of some ambiguous and vague terms have questioned the very doctrine
claiming that this doctrine will no longer exist this way. The authors have introduced
and specified the entity, principles, factors, and the purpose of applying such a
doctrine focusing on the issued votes in the Supreme Court of the United States
through descriptive and analytic procedures. The investigation of this doctrine
provides a good chance to consider some problems regarding the vagueness in the
legislation system in Iran and makes it possible to obtain a suitably corresponding
pattern to exploit the judicial system. Article type: Periodical
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1. Nullum crimen, nulla poena sine lege scripta.
2. Nullum crimen, nulla poena sine lege certa.
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1. Ex Parte Jackson, 45 Ark. 158 (1885).
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1. Screws v. United State, 325 U.S. 91, 93 (1945).

2. United States v. Harris, 347 U.S. 612, 617 (1954).

3. City of Chicago v. Morales, 527 U.S. at 58 (1999).

4. Boyce Motor Lines v. United States, 342 U.S. 337 (1952).

5. United States Civil Service Commission v. National Association of Letter Carriers AFL-CIO
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