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Abstract

Using fictional characters in the marketing and advertising of goods and services is
one of the oldest and the best known form of merchandising with a multi-million
dollar annual turnover. The fame and popularity of most fictional characters go far
beyond their role in the original works which first featured. In addition, many
characters are created outside the context of any particular work and may therefore
remain without mechanism and law protection. So, ensuring fair protection to the
creators and their owners against unauthorized profit from their creativity is
necessary. This paper seeks to answer the question whether it is possible to delineate
a position for fictional characters to pursue their independent lives from primary
works in legal systems? To answer this question, through a descriptive and
analytical approach and by following American law, the authors try to examine the
capacity of copyright and trademark systems and the situation which characters
enter into the public domain. Undoubtedly, explaining how to protect the fictional
characters and their creators, as well as, exploring other aspects of this right, such as
identifying infringement criteria and the public domain's contribution to these rights,
in addition to assist the jurisprudence, will enhance cultural activities and augment
the richness of Iranian legal literature.
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&1, (Coe, Op. Cit: 1313) 39 a>g5 o (yie Caodl & 5 3,5 oo lo 1, SIS Clél olEsls
LS Glen 5l slol 31 (A (gar ol s o3l (8 jslaay & €ISy 590 10 0y0lo
(Mariani, 2015: 146) oS eolatwl o Jl o

1. Nichols v. Universal Pictures Corp, 45 F.2d 119, 121 (2nd Cir. 1930).
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2 %0 b S plote oy Jle cov Lol el e SIS 0 B S0l ol
colai a5 ol eas oniler (gge0 (] jo 0 le Y«&_gg_]ﬁ o yzeadlo» Basg
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cls bl olEsls .owwl (The Catcher in the Rye) «cuiss ,4bly LS 5 Sovdan gundis
ol it a4 5 orad B b el DS e 1S5 5 Sl o oS
Aol |y Camates L oS o 51 olasl b Ll &1 auad sailgs asol pols oylas ¢l p oS
o 48 0y (6,550 3151 a8l o GBlail gleob olFols Sl 5l s S il
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L «Soae o ey S5l 01,8 La sSTIS lee ailis lae a5 00,57 Yol 5 aid 0.5
(Coe, Op. Cit: 1315) el « Lo solaiwh

S Lo ) ol 8 sl wls g2y L €ploie arog» Jlae (59, 2 4
s 35 0B 5 JFae s aly oS oSl IS g 4 455 ) ¢ L 25T
Cox ol opl Sog ciog Gl jo a5 wo 5 e SLE 5l coles ioueledl 5 il
(Ahmad and <3l 5ol ' €piS o alisdle By w83 so Landeis oo? Jitas Lo
coles a Sl o oS g o 2,81 31945 6l «don o) L .Mondal, Op. Cit: 9)
o peg—ar y |y (ol Canased SO Canl oo oS e dronul 4 g sl Lo 4 gase
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1. Filmvideo Releasing Corp. v. Hastings, 509 F. Supp. 60 (S.D.N.Y, 2d Cir. 1981).
2. Salinger v. Colting 641 F. Supp. 2d 250 (S.D.N.Y. 2009).
3. “l know it when | see it” Test



Y WG ol 50 (b y3ST,1) JLs sbcawaxd )l Sei> colos
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35 5l ool g5 55 b e 5l owlelay pleal &8, JLisay Jlas ol Op. Cit: 70)
oS 0 hae 1S el Bl olSsls wgd dend s 5l s €halS (slows g loo Slosls il
Bl Sl B85 w0 Slaie

oeelir Lo, 3ls (Dashiell Hammett) cood Loils oS 595 )18 (ol 5l (550 9040
€l e ol & oguas ST S5 1) )] Lol caseis 45 (The Maltese Falcon) «cJls
Py Ololn neas 528 4]y 055 S Se sl - aml) B> o oo JoSas (Sam Spade)
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Ll anges (gge0 AlEl Lo, Lol 2SS 3l oolatwl 5 s Lo 5 loo jlojles ade 55l
[(Feldman, Op. Cit: 694) sizws dpmsl g 2529]; Foa> Sl 45 Wogy Aiins
2,5 PYaul Geas 2L 558 gse0 ,0 olSold

hog2 ol o Glate Suly oS Boi> pled S Slle ST (o> 025 (o0 i Lo »
aalssn ;505 sbagbials ;5 Lol 2SI 5l onin s soliiul mile ol ol el 03,8 15T,
sl pliwls (o9, 8 0 Laylpl (ol g s sadculy, Hliwls lp 6,5l b xSTS og
(Schienke, Op. Cit: 71) «ui,.5 o5

o> L, by Vgl 45 &l o (Stephens Judge) il ol bl pl 5
Sl o SIS Lo g 008,55 Uael 5l oly0lp 4 1) ol ST ) oo 395 (5 Lassl
) e Gk 5l cnler Sl g el «elle ey Gloy ol sl sl B0
3,8 olo olalss oo a6l ol pls ol

«obmwls by cenl I lis Couioaly, lwlor &l S 0,505, 4 S
(Mere «8, o dlwg» SO 5l o olicwls jo Comaxi a5 o ls o5 LS Sl caiils
Comaseds joe Ggelpm L Ll (xly jo .ol (Chessman) «zs o 6 40> L Vehicle)
Gl G sl a oLSuls b, ol o (Niro, 1992: 361) il o] al 50,5 IS5
b2 5 Sl 53 B8 b polie pla clils 51 (T Jitan guay 2 9 S S5 5.5 (5555
saiilym b 5 SIS aisfa alesys aSiyl s liwls Lol die) 5 e b 2SS LL3)|
(lidlge slizel 4y (Coe, Op. Cit: 1323) wiS oo Ll gals by | sy o jidbs oo b

1. Warner Bros. v. Columbia Broadcast Systems, See 216 F.2d 945, (9th Cir. 1954).
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(Ibid) 0 colon ble> 859> om0 1, (T 05 13 ST 5o ol oo

4 pyage Jlone pliiie aibes Sl 31 53 (5 Jlore a5ile o Jlows ool el 3525 b
(Cmadnd A4S Sl juoo (3o ;0 had SIS e Coles 45 oo ol g
Ol Bags e 5 e gl 1 53 St K00 s & 0 S5 Ty il el
(Schwabach, o,las LSl JLs slacaass | Jiiwe Colom o000 ol )0 il
(Jle gl s clablxe (5,008 la xSTIS 51 aS 0y cpl olE s (ol > ,5 20110 32)
Js=> Somaded mlan Lo e slapliouls o7 Lo cnl ) jedgn Sol b Joo (Jased
Sl ol Gk 5l cules blB S oo S ] LT Conaind (] 45 955 oo olabone
(Skoller, Op. Cit: 582) &g

lacdl as coni ) 355 J7uS a5 wad o0 |) e nl WEe @ Jlone Wiz o
a5 wwd oo |y sl ol o 500 O sl 4 (ST S > sezge Badle g (e
W @dly Cnaly oS A Jyede a3l S S sy BT 2 31 o 1) e lusls
so=e Hlame 0l o8 135 1S Sla ST plas 065 oo (peald jaudyy (WoO, 2014: 9)
(Feldman, Op. Cit: 687) wgis oo Jhiie cog0s 539> 4 09all jobds ailS o

Sy razr yyy
ARSH L sl e 5 WAl S (53 93 Copnsl a5 KD (00 550 oS s o LS4
g 0S8 (oo SoliS LI (So5d b hrogi Bpo &l (e o anBl axsly Slagyea
9y ol el (BLST (oliie; Lol pan Coased 13, 5 b Sy Al (ow)n &
sl g 0Bl oLl Jloel g 5l ep g 550 Cuz 5l po a5 Cesl Y 4z LG (6 ke
OLmls 5 Comatid aogi Jlne 90 8 polic Wb waz lae a8 5 1) 39250 slads
&S Sl e wlie b € cisnawr (Sl S golpiinn Jlas 0,5 o |y sadiculs,
| Slsls &y g SIS (Sased Sla S« Sad Geogi (37 (st Jolse 953 50
I3 st 390 Sl pllai 5l 510,95 52 50 Spdise ol LWlal ol j Conaieds &5
.(Lim, Op. Cit: 110; Deamer, 2017: 458-462) ' sas

(= = =l ceSIle LB o ol slacaiazd jl coles gl 3 ol o> o
o g Sumatd Sl Ty o ) gile e p Colie b alg oo baolSls

1. DC Comics v. Towle, 802 F.3d 1012, 1021 (9th Cir. 2015).
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=2 L ga U as 4 ppie sSTS g Lol mSTS o)lge 5 (6 5lms ;o 1y sanil ails
(Total Concept  « S" cils py g (ALY aub (2 plesl 550 ST a5 05 g0 S Ll
Loaio o Dl Old) aibe 59,0 9 oy lroges jo dls calil Ll 1wl il

JL.’ Y- YUIOL v WL W )‘ C;o\.o.’ L) 6)\26 cMe @ 9.0.’ f\b" ,-w"' 1A o
—aSlg o a5 Wed oo Dgmno ST Coles slao pal) (n e 5l (S 65l @e
Ul LS clacasd 5 odls Colam 45— ayl,d Cule, Sgo 5o 5 uly oS DS,
ol izl Colem oSS gl mmslin o30S0 Bgi> B ol aSl ot o]
G, Cadle Badx 50,10 cuuilo oo 45 jebjles aiiis Coles LB wl)s.f pllas o as
ade o Jlwl -5 )las S8 5o 3 e gly atd Leg ) 5 alyS s
Bl 51 S g €g 07 Camaseds Culy oS 3> Sbe lalys a5 wum e «eSTs oS
by 6l )l glim 5,95 Comazd Sl oasles bolaiwl oy (g les Cdle LAl gae

(Ibid: 65) s pe ] g
Lo tls 5 Lacysgame 5 s bySLIS 5l o lw condle oulom Lyl 4y LS ol
o Lo s 0959 5l o 5 i Sy b )l Sudle Colos (BN s e 9 09250
g o0 Sglane (soges 859>

Sylbw Cadle (’\‘b 33 UJL.’ Shcwar )l Coler Gy g g Jyl i ) LY
5 YIS Lice b ae lolids (sl a5 (glaliwg b oles el caalS ya 5l (5,bw coodle 39
o255 3 6yl (Eles By i alli Gas S e Culex 358 oo solital Sless
OPELB NN ol 4 siuw) cwl Sglate mbio 5l sl Sloas 5 YIS 5l jo o)l >
YY sl 9 (The Lanham Act (also known as the Trademark Act of 1946)) «sLgJ»

(8,5 We ¢ dmio slog, b wolel g5l oo (58
L Tore s slooles olgicas a5 0l 1 slawinl 5 eyl ol JLs slacaases
Jema | (5, ow coodle allss o clos g oS (8yme |y Sloas Ly LaWIs Las

1. Tri-star, 1999 WL 33260839, Tri-star Pictures, Inc. v. DelTaco, Inc.
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g ooliiwl WL b Olod b daz 595,15 Aalipy 50 (ge (S pgai STeulal nl 2
a6l g el ] i (o A4S WdEire § SO o (G |y 4] 00 10 pgec
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3> 2 ro=ad ol Al aBle Lyl oS Lo opl 4y aSl wcal jloy55 5 pols oS |
.(Kurtz 1994: 442) sl olas Yl
s.n.o)LC &bl 5l obl.e...m‘ Lil).al plesd o9l 15 U.S.C.A. oo 311127 ooLA oL,...wl & ..\;LN
)_305)14 J.:Ls L)] WL&jw‘ LQ)T )‘ d)l.’?u 6)‘°)‘.’°)‘9d P]L-Mﬁ LQJ.AS‘)[SA)M&)L?U
Soles pladl T eud 4 g asb atsls &l Z.;.,.a)’ ol ol 5l eolatwl wad wus Q..M:> sl
Mwbd&‘fﬁébBﬁ)‘ﬁ \.x:>19¢,...ouo|ou u’_ala‘yﬁ 6)J~.\JJJLN

ua9.«:.‘> B 6) p_s)i.c Jg_.@‘ LQ)L.:.A L;).J)L?cu B Livx:‘ LgL{bolf»)‘O Cel Lsu.af
Sl 1_3 wu yLs Jgﬁ B (et 50 095 ollgs Jol.’z] Y (Flctlonal Trademark)
GYLS e gl pin jame pSTHLS (o)l coadle Sl 4y a5 b Lol ol LS
(Arrow, 2011: 171)

D, gy Ll slasl gl cldle pllas o e SSTHIS glgl 5l Cules ogas o
Oy ygua0 g é..s\; Sl mSHS @ cons s bw cdle hles iz iyl onnie
=9l slacpass ( Jlas Bass bl 5 as” Jb> o (Delgado Garcia, 2018: 6) ol o
W&M&&_}d‘ﬁd) 5 Ceodle ‘ﬂbw‘y@‘ﬁﬁksﬂwb S ygo jO o
l_|M‘OM&M‘L@)‘)‘MJGM‘)&Mdiu‘f.‘pwadawu;).‘cu)é
by Ly g0l locaasi a5 L (Sander, 2012: 4) o .55, o liwls oo

(Secondary «s¢ils sLixe> 3,k 51 L asb (Inherent) « s13» wlgs o (Distinctiveness) (s »dy les )
slcaus slls a5 cul S Saiesjes &j08 axly Jie0 0 g lw cadle el Jass Meaning)
N gams e olhlon > a5 0T o 05 2gan (ol Kie o5l Glire il Ciye yolic 5 asein
SISl Wi o] gie 5 50 ST

5 oo bl 5 QB aaTagd (s b oSl 5l iy pses (83 50 SIS oS v o Slaiay Y
il L e lasgs b i gl aidlid Ned oo bles o] jo a8 (5,6
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(K. Edg, (S o= 51 «5L s,a» o (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle) Jso (55 5,1
el ol -5 il jo ‘u‘ by L 15,:. L,fl G,Lwl,.w L;L>n\., @1»; ROWIIng)
Ll pylis a5 05,8 oo 50 oy Cdle Aloay 1) e SSTIS cpl olSols a5 el
= e Cdle S ol e el )l aS a ) oo i (el b sl €69 sliao»
(Ibid) wils ool cawazis SIS slo S5y ol

desdn o sSTIS 51 lS 5 asilrdes Colas Wil cad 3 Bea> pllas cpl (> j2 50
4 ch):;S\ 5 5 c,_,ho a)5_4 4o u>.L<,l_. ‘_}..Le LW d}mLo sl il La@asm ~°)5—‘
L...L. B jlas l) Ql_u)_.a,.c)l Coles el g 08 0 WLQ_> Lm).,SI ng_SSu,.s Sleogas
Lo 88 a5 Lies ol 4 sl 00,95 aig o ST U6fm)|)b 0,859, b g )bw o5de 5l Cules
k;’l—b).&s‘ l55 "\—*"L‘gr‘ Cd WLA} a4 fUa.» L)"‘)‘) u_95):.n5 IRWELES b LgL(bu_%..am
M_Q;,Lp ‘.\_»Iau_o.; by ye ace g_ii L1y ol amal> g ..»lo..m (oé)luLc) uj)).i) S gliaaxs
g OYgamme 59y p Sluily) o S5 jshaeds a5 IS slacaiasd ol o 0uS o
Lg) (S M—A)Lc d9_9> «)LQ‘J )o ‘) QS“JL—Q} OL_iJL> 69.6[.4 Ll L ubyw‘s‘o oolaiwl YIS
Y| CRPEUERC Ve TS
6) > w)l.cw s g do! )QJMJ.MP Sgdone  Sedle ‘_SS..AIJS& ) 2SS (6 s
) 9 (KO“er, 2019: 2) ..\_..ul) 0l o..\..,_,..S )Jj_md_i Oﬁﬁ (_gl.m_i:) 9 uol.‘> u...:ﬁ}a A&i)
5 Sgliite udgy g i b LI 4 g je slapuSe g nolal 5l (29,5 Cud 03 (S
P ey 990 Jabe cinogi ol sy ple pgal So B ASS] Ko il 4z g b
o=l S (gl sodl Bgi bl yEe B0 sed ouS Cud 4y gedls Bolaiul 3> gyl
Cnaseds colo yoins solatwl aSh s pgas )] (Kioed yi3lid S ,d sbine 4
‘)J ojmb )91944 6) L w)LC G..;LA} W}s cou b \.mo‘sa ‘) u&o‘ UJ‘)JB..A; u‘ )|

S8,55 1 ol coadle pllas ;o €6 yieS» Colos 1 il € 53g 000 Copazeds az 2¥ laie b Jol cpl N
el 0als Lo €oul dlg>
(The more “famous” the Character, the “less” protection under Trademark Law)
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S ‘«M.‘é_m.60» 8agy 0 09> 0,55 o (Nies Judge) s ool .55
slaibobnl Glr o)ls cadle Glyiea oz 5 (pole (oo g pslal S o oo
(Kurtz, 1994: 448) o 5" ol laccasss fpuod pgas 10 Gdaduw

S llwad jl Colm 3 bdlg ple b ylw cwdle plas ¥ LY
oarial Jdo 4o b glate sloaise) 5o j0eb cow 4 Gl e JLS Caes S
anil LU, 50 ks alio b olojad ysbay ST e 6l codle CoSlle (05
S alem o CalyaS b oyl condle b5 4 by po ol 2ty (Metsola, 2016: 32)
edle by b 5l cnl) =S solaxil @ BeS slp S JbS slaceass
2 ogdbe aly S e 990 Dlegdse b 6l @ie Gk i 35 peie 515
Lsa, (Ginsburg, 2017: 18) s,ls aST by 5SS (5l g 2 oy slooles 51 ulos
Sts 93 (il (S or (Bl o Bodx pllas 90 (l e (ol latslis 3525 b oy o0
SIS Glacpasd (S a5 o all aldls 352y L“’)*S‘)ls T obeipa Sale> 5 (Boi>
o5 aSuien Al 50 90 50 (lgise ]y (658 CuSIle Boii> Calie Brslan ;o Colex St
oo el b 5SS 51 oyl wdle 5 aly oS Lgussd Culon ol cani 8l o o S
CeSIle 9708 55 5 Cul) S Doe sLaBl I G 65l Cdle Coles ol (pgd Al pe S
[(Foley, 2009: 953) ccul cog0s

ColyeS 9 Sl cadle 5 JU slrcuwasd ) Oljer Culam ) LY Y
3,505 5 i ol sl s aly oS el o Calas LB L5 slacoass
$lacani I Jlojes coles (il odsl Jlo ol banles Ll 5, (sl candle
8y99 b aiS a5 e bijles ool ploj b aly oS 9 )l Sdle 95 o JUS
G LT 50 1,500 co B Sl eslaiul g paos xii i pdy Jdo 4 Coly oS sole>

oley U s (5,0 solaiwl & 50 40 (6,0 cdle ol S el G 4 D900
e8> Coly oS o slasl 5l L8 as cal fpl el plo b oo dslol sogasals

e e dazgs SIS 51 Cules (gl Soglit olgs 39 s e IS
Sz o 2l e ASE] e 6,8 Ceodle plls o o ST 51 gsil ol
S8 ogs glad cou 1) 5l dilaais solaiwl cul (Saw wylian coly o5 sllas o Coles
oMo b das o coges adlin g3y 10 (sudguse iz aidlauS sgama |y o] JBlas b ools

1. Inre DC Comics Inc. 689 F.2d 1042 (C.C.P.A. 1982).
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soo)jd_.sl.‘é) w)lsjw‘)‘;:dﬁbu )w.au.ul.o.? &o‘fLﬁb).S‘lngﬁchLv
L allin ey 3l oo coly, 5 coles JB Gl 2SS 050 jo oo |y 5l pllas
L ,2 8 o8ols ¢ Jlo (g1, (Burgunder, 2012: 288) wlosges 8 yre somwbio I3l ¢ 2l 03
Sdo le_.a.a.a‘ pds ob.;‘ Kg,y99 Comaznds 6‘)" LS) i Ceadle d?” u-'-’l-*-“ Caomnyds 50
ol add 4y (sl slone Sl poe s 4 Zaled o Lol ezdpndy ) (ol oSl (o5
(lbid: 258) 5 5 ,olo oS>

A S e Cugl 1) e 9,505, o 3979 D900 (Sod el 93 0l s
AL A Jgl s a syl 0,5 4zl b iSTS o Slae Conle 44 ol g5 50 Bl o) o0
)‘ L7>)" 4_7)5_lauLo.a> L_w‘) U—" 9 QUYM ‘H)M l_s Sl o g5 Ao J.s‘ A_JLV».:.)‘
9o 435 (Primary Purpose Test) « ol Gaa» jLae wilosls slpiny ol laicels
.(Robinson, 1991: 234) 54 sals>

P 897 @ Glate Glatuasid )l @yl Cutle ol Y LY LY
Sgud oo )‘L{l Sei sbole> iy o by LS sbcaard Su; 45 > sg0 Al
30 9 syl codle Gled cm e ST 51 Colos sl (Ll ol oS cule> 8,90 a5
dl""" C’JL& 6L®M )l OBJ.ZAL’ solawl 4.1?1.4 d‘)é ~.\.:L’ ‘M‘ (e 0)9,> il:.w
L_.u 4 Dj_wd.o 959) Lg) (B w)l.c r:UaJ o oMQbu‘ 6Lﬁwéjw L: SR c)9> L
‘9_.$d_a g‘_.kwmm5bw‘u&ﬁ‘54}o$ u..SJLo 0)5744;5‘[5&9)5 ‘)S_n)
S el Liblgs ooyl 524 b (Nickles, Op. Cit: 165) sl ol o (o )low codle
Q_J‘GJJ)LSA.: &o‘).:é‘) "wmdb)owwo)ymdhm‘s‘bd&m
535> 50 SIS Sy 5l dpas solil asmmj 35,08 05T 0050 pgas ggu 5l Lo STIS
(Saval, 2014: ‘u_wlo walyzs ST T adie condle Lol 35, 1 siin 53l cagas
5°5—w@n)—’°~°u‘)5~’° @‘ﬂé\;‘\sgl.w‘)]wfms L)"‘ uLD.]L?LO ‘u,..ic)g ‘406)
(Nickles, Ibid: 130) w,ls 05T ogar cuuSlo 8555 4 Blaio LT yile L yiaws 5l g5
LS"?‘Q'C5)_"J§°)‘5 @meS\lSmwd) WN-CGAJL& LADM)GA]IQadg
o=z aodla il asg BB oy ae b bLS )l g 4] )3 8 ,m0 o Slos Lags b csloas

sle oSS coass gle Sihe a5 59,lge ,o (Derivative Works Doctrine)  Slacsl 6T oy 5Ss b allas .\
Sh ool 4o amale ol 8 pgae s i o Gloles 6,500 Gam 5 (2,8 6T 0 egas 859> 4 lats
Al aiples axlge Codgaze b lores ST )S



VFoo bl g 5l ) 8 lous Y 590 ¢ il Gl Wlafllano YA

Ol S e et |y ] Aials 5590 50 10 laolSols 5 el ol jor Cosgaze b olex
G Sy (pod Wl o0 JLB Slacaid edte )5 (@Dl Gllo (el
22 adlsl 355 WLT 8 pme 5,55 & lizmas o3 Ll ol b 5 agas cSlle 5,0l
(Delgado Garcia, Op. Cit: 10)

i slaclss’ (ol jab) plalss NS 3958 SleeS 2 oly Seps B (s5e3
B> sleol (el g 1, o] (Beatrix Potter) 5L .S yio 45 (Peter Rabbit) coo,
555> 5,y Lales a5 1) Lacolis 5l ol cin 59, pobas & S (5,5 Caadle (s L]
o=l eolaiul jemme slacl JJo a5 0gy ol Hlales JYamul . Clils (iog 0l soges
Sty oge (Seo b (owld BB jliel poye (123 )0 Ll daVB Sl golass 59, 2 pslas
bidas g aimo e Glii 1) b o8, 4 s (g)lo8 @oDle pslai cnl cnlpl wiles ]
by e olSols (Kurtz, Op. Cit: 438) vl 00 )5 i Sl (S s a5 (5 polas

e e LS 5l clos o 1, il T 5 me 0,05 a5 L5 slaceasiy
b lalss cizmen g pg e Clidlone I cagac 835 @i Jds 4 By il s
olalss ool Sl o ls co el 0n jslasay ylgieds |) Cilge a5 (5 0glal 5 ogdle (s
Sy 3 e@ly 55 g Sl AU Glgieas (lals &l UL (LS pglar a5 ST el b
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