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Abstract

The payment of hire from the charterers to the ship owners is considered as a
principle in charterparties. Charterers' obligation to pay the hire is an absolute one,
and in only exceptional cases, they are entitled to deduct from hire or set off against
it. Therefore, the charters include some terms in time or voyage charterparties to
permit them to adjust this obligation in certain circumstances. For avoiding the legal
consequences, however, the charterers who need to apply this contractual right, must
examine the contract attentively. Since the charterparty is sometimes silent on these
terms, the question of what sources of law can be used by courts should be
discussed. With a descriptive and analytical method and from a comparative
perspective, this paper aims to scrutinize the charterers' obligation to pay the hire in
charterparties on carriage of goods. The result is that Iranian law on this subject
matter differs significantly from the common-law system; including deduction from
hire for the ship off-hire period, collapsed ship, and delay in delivery of ship to the
charterer. Furthermore, this is the charterparty that must be considered as the
primary source of and the basis for regulating the relations between the parties.
When charterparty is silent, we should refer to Iranian Maritime Law or other legal
provisions as general law. Iranian Maritime Law in its ninth chapter includes
scattered articles concerning charterparties, and in some cases such a right is granted
to the charterers.
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A) linternational Conventions

13."Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims (LLMC)",
Concluded at London on 19 November 1976.

14. "Hague/Visby Rules 1968" refers to The Hague Rules 1924, as amended by the
"Protocol to Amend the International Convention for the Unification of Certain
Rules of Law Relating to Bills of Lading", adopted at Brussels, February 23,
1968.

15. International Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law relating to
Bills of Lading (Hague Rules), Brussels, 25 August 1924. Available at:
http://www.admiraltylawguide.com/conven/haguerules1924.html

16."United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of
Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea", (New York, 2008) (the "Rotterdam Rules").
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17."United Nations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea", (Hamburg, 1978)
(the "Hamburg Rules").
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20. Dockray, Martin, Reece Thomas, Katherine (2004), Cases Materials on the
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D) Other
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31. Lakeport Navigation Co. v. Anonima Petroli Italiana (The Olympic Brilliance)
[1981] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 176, [1982] 2 Lloyd’s Rep. 205.
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