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In my study of the Egyptian land market (EI-Ghonemy, M.R. 1992. The Egyptian state and the
agricultural Land market, 1810 - 1986. J. Agric. Econ., 43(2)) , | found it necessary to make a
distinction between market and non-market land transactions. I found the latter to be the dominant
way to land ownership, comprising inheritance ,interfamily marriage, the land reform laws of YdoY
and 1961, land extortion by virtue of official status and the granting of land under concessional
arrangements. An empirical study on the origin of land ownership in Egypt showed that only 14
percent of all households had ever purchased agricultural land in their lifetime and that they were
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larger landowners .On the other hand, the sellers were largely very small landowners in the farm-size
group of less than 0.4 ha who sold their land in distress and became landless workers (Radwan, S. &
Lee, and E. 1986. Agrarian change in Egypt: an anatomy of rural poverty. London, Croom Helm).
Similarly, | found inheritance and interfamily marriage to be the main mode of securing property
rights in arable land in Yemen and Malawi, respectively (EI-Ghonemy, M.R. 2001. The political
economy of marketbased Land reform. In K. Ghimire, ed. Land reform and peasant livelihood.
London, ITDG Publishing.) In Muslim societies, the legal rules concerning the proper devolution of
property upo death are deeply embedded in popular consciousness ,being a considerable source of
pride because of their particularly close association with the Qur’an. While modern reforms and
changes have influenced several fields of Islamic law, the structure determining inheritance has been
one of the enduring legacies of classical Islamic law. Esposito sets out the basic inheritance
provisions within Islamic law (Shari’a) in the following extract. He also explains the opportunities
for making testamentary bequests and the constraints upon the Islamic will (wasiya). Finally ,Islamic
endowment (wagf) is defined, providing an outline of its two basic forms: charitable (waqf khairi)
and family endowment (wagf ahli/dhurri).

Citation: United Nations Human Settlements Programme "UN-HABITAT" (2010), Training

course on land, property and housing rights in the Muslim world, Nairobi: UN-HABITAT, pp.112-113.
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