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striking that the command theory is understood through The Concept
of Law. This article examines whether the command theory is

Accepted: described or distorted in Hart's seminal work. Austin defines law as a
2025/12/11 sovereignty-oriented concept and, to deepen this view, attempts to
Published online: explain certain non-legal concepts. Hart does not distinguish these
2026/08/23 from the basic concepts; hence, instead of focusing on the "command
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shortcomings onto the theory as a whole. Hart has distorted the
command theory in the guise of description. This distortion has
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1. “A rule laid down for the guidance of an intelligent being by an intelligent being having power
over him.”

2. “Law set by political superiors to political inferiors.”

“Positive law or law existed by position.”)Austin, n.d., p. 11(

4. “If you express or intimate a wish that I shall do or forbear from an act, and if you will visit me with an
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evil in case I comply not with your wish, the expression or intimation of your wish is a command.”
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