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Article Info Abstract
. Nowadays, the declaration of public officials’ assets has become an
Article Type: important tool in combating corruption. Accordingly, a public official
Research Article whose assets increase abnormally during their tenure without legitimate
justification is subject to investigation and punishment. Through such
. oversight measures, governments aim to prevent corruption by
g(;’zc:;(‘)'ggo incorporating them into their legal frameworks. To achieve this goal,

Received in revised form:

both the government and the public must have the ability to compare the
actual assets of high-ranking officials before and after their tenure. By

2024/12/19 establishing such preemptive evaluation mechanisms in their
Accepted: constitutions or statutory laws, governments can prevent corruption. In
2025/02/23 Iran's legal system, this issue has been addressed in Article 142 of the
i ine: Constitution, and the Law on Investigating the Assets of Officials has
g(l)lzb Sl;sll;(/eélzonlme. been enacted accordingly. Similarly, in the United States, the Ethics in
Government Act was passed in 1978, requiring high-ranking officials in
all three branches of government to disclose their assets. The main
question of this study is: What are the shortcomings of Iran’s legal
system regarding the declaration of officials' assets compared to the U.S.
legal framework? Using a descriptive-analytical method, the comparison
reveals that in the U.S., the extent and details of officials' assets are made
Keywords: accessible to the public. However, in Iran, this information is considered
Public  Officials, Asset,  confidential, and disclosing it carries legal penalties. Moreover, unlike
Transparency, Lllicit  the U.S., where officials are required to disclose their assets annually,
Enrichment, Fighting  there is no continuous oversight of this matter during officials’ tenure in
Corruption. Iran. Additionally, to maintain the separation of powers, oversight
responsibility in the U.S. is assigned within the respective branches of
government, whereas in Iran, it is under the jurisdiction of the judiciary.
Furthermore, unlike the U.S., Iran’s Law on Investigating the Assets of
Officials lacks enforcement mechanisms.
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2. Article 8 of United Nations Convention against Corruption: “...5. Each State Party shall

endeavour, where appropriate and in accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic

law, to establish measures and systems requiring public officials to make declarations to

appropriate authorities regarding, inter alia, their outside activities, employment, investments,

assets and substantial gifts or benefits from which a conflict of interest may result with respect to
their functions as public officials”.
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1. Article 20 of United Nations Convention against Corruption: “Subject to its constitution and the
fundamental principles of its legal system, each State Party shall consider adopting such
legislative and other measures as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when
committed intentionally, illicit enrichment, that is, a significant increase in the assets of a public
official that he or she cannot reasonably explain in relation to his or her lawful income.”
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3. Ethics in Government Act 1978
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2. See: Kautilya, The Arthashastra, New Delhi: Penguin Classics, 1992, p. 281.
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1. Article 2 of United Nations Convention against Corruption: “Public official” shall mean: (i) any
person holding a legislative, executive, administrative or judicial office of a State Party, whether
appointed or elected, whether permanent or temporary, whether paid or unpaid, irrespective of
that person’s seniority".
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the succeeding year a report containing the information described in section 102(a)”.
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1. Stop Trading on Congressional Knowledge Act of 2012 or the STOCK Act

2. Section 8 (a) (1) of STOCK Act: “the Secretary of the Senate and the Sergeant at Arms of the
Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall ensure that financial disclosure forms
filed by Members of Congress, candidates for Congress, and employees of Congress in calendar
year 2012 and in subsequent years pursuant to title I of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 are
made available to the public on the respective official websites of the Senate and the House of
Representatives not later than 30 days after such forms are filed”.
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1. Section 11 (a) (1): “the President shall ensure that financial disclosure forms filed pursuant to title I
of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, by executive branch employees specified in section 101
of that Act are made available to the public on the official websites of the respective executive
branch agencies not later than 30 days after such forms are filed”.

2. Section 105 (b) (1) of Ethics in Government Act: “Except as provided in the second sentence of
this subsection, each agency, each supervising ethics office in the executive or judicial branch, the
Clerk of the House of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Senate shall, within thirty days
after any report is received under this title by such agency or office or by the Clerk or the
Secretary of the Senate, as the case may be, permit inspection of such report by or furnish a copy
of such report to any person requesting such inspection or copy”.

e 0 (64185 ,L www.publicintegrity.org/Statedisclosure colw > GleMbl oyl ¥
4. See: Senior Executives Association v. United States, Civil Action No. 8:12-cv-02297 (S.D. Md.

March 27, 2013).
5. Section 806 of The Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX) 2002
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